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A Vocabulary of Faith 

FPC Coffee and Conversation, and Lord’s Day Worship 

September 20th through April 4th  

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Sometime in the 1st millennium BCE an ancient Hebrew proclaimed a long proclamation 

and prayed a long prayer.  It was written down and it entered the scrolls of the psalms of 

the Israelites as the 119th Psalm.  According to a standard and much later numbering 

system it was accorded 176 verses.  This makes it the longest psalm in the Bible, and the 

longest single chapter in the Bible (if you think of each of the 150 psalms as a chapter in 

the Book of Psalms). 

But, in an age when few could read, how could one memorize the 119th Psalm so that one 

could have it at hand (say when working the field, grinding the grain, or lying on the bed 

pregnant and concerned)?  Answer: each section of this psalm begins with a letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet, in order; it is an “acrostic poem”.  Each set of 8 verses begins with a 

letter of the Hebrew alphabet, in order.  That helps. 

One of my goals as a teacher and preacher in the church is that you know some key 

things.  Maybe even by memory.  You want to know the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s 

Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, some Beatitudes and other key scriptures.  You want to 

know some or many of our special words; you want to know our vocabulary as children 

of God. 

I don’t think I’ll ever write a beautiful, long psalm, but why don’t I set myself the 

challenge of relating each letter of the English alphabet to a word of our faith? 

F is for Feast.  Of course, F is for Forgiveness perhaps most importantly, but I 

think we’re pretty aware of that gift we receive and decision we can make.  But 

what is it about God and how God views us who sometimes wants us to have a 

great party? 

G is for Gather.   Of course, G is for Grace perhaps most importantly, but I think 

we’re pretty aware of that and we can always come back around to other words 

beginning with the same letter at a later time.  But why might we gather things 

together, and to allow ourselves to be gathered together? 

H is for Heal.  Also, for Heaven, Hell, Holy and Hope.  I’m going with Heal this 

time around. 

You get the idea. 

 

So here’s the idea with its format and goals.  You’ll get a complete “Vocabulary of Faith” 

shortly.  Beginning Sunday, September 20th you will have a word, a scripture, and a 
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sentence or two from our church doctrine book, the Book of Confessions.  You will also 

have a couple prompting questions to ask yourself and to think about in the week leading 

up to each Sunday. 

Then, Coffee and Conversation will be about that word (and scripture and doctrine 

and prompting questions). 

And, worship will be about that word (and scripture and doctrine and prompting 

questions). 

A children’s version of “Vocabulary of Faith” will be produced for children’s 

church school.  Our teachers will teach that, creatively as they always do, with 

everything from Bible verses to coloring pages to online videos.   

Thus, parents and children can talk about that word before and after Sunday 

because they’re working with the same word.  At FPC we want households, 

families, and parents to be able to share their faith. 

With a few Sundays off for holidays and makeup days, this plan comprised of 26 

letters will take us into April.   

As we get into the church seasons of Advent, Christmastide, Epiphany and Lent, it 

will be interesting to explore connections between this vocabulary and the 

meanings of the seasons.  That shouldn’t be too hard.  We can always read the 

familiar scriptures and pray the familiar liturgy.  But something I’m seeing already 

is J is for Joy, and Joy is the theme of the traditional third Sunday of Advent.  

Neat! 

 

In the next few days you’ll see some draft versions of “A Vocabulary of Faith”.  I would 

be so grateful if you would contact me with particular interests and adjustments.   

 

“A Vocabulary of Faith”.  Are you ready?  Hope so! 

Blessings!  (a great B word by the way) 

Scott 

 

 

A is for Anoint – September 20th  

Of course, it’s also for Abraham, but we’ll save that for another time through. 

Anoint is what you do when you realize something is sacred, holy, special.  Maybe 

you’re bowled over by it; maybe you just have a slight feeling about it.   
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Don’t worry, you don’t need to be pouring oil over people or things to participate 

in the anointing of the creation.  You might want to say something or write a card, 

though. 

B is for Birth and Bury – September 27th  

Of course, it’s also for Baptism and Bless, but we’ll save those for other years. 

Yeah, it’s really too bad, Birth and Bury, but think of it this way: we’re in good 

company.  It’s everyone and everything. 

C is for Church – October 4th  

I know I know; it’s also for Christ and Cross.  We’ll come back around to those, 

and in the meantime I think you know the basics there. 

But, Church.  Comes into English from Scottish kirk and Greek kyrios, which 

mean, “Lord”.  So you come to church to deal with the Lord and to be dealt with 

by the Lord.  Which might not be the best word to use, which I will delight in 

explaining. 

D is for Desire – October 11th  

And also for Disciple—next time through. 

But where does this desire come from and how does the child of God understand 

it?  We can desire good for someone else, and us, and bad for someone else, and 

maybe even us.  Desire, we need to know what is going on here. 

E is for Earth – October 18th  

And Envy, and Evil—next times through. 

It is a creation of God and a gift of God and it is our home.  Why don’t we steward 

it better? 

F is for Feast – October 25th  

And Forgiveness and Freedom—next times through. 

What is it about God who sometimes wants us to have a great party?  What is it 

about us who sometimes don’t want to have a great party, even when we’re 

supposed to? 

G is for Gather – November 1st  

And, oh my goodness, for God, Grace, Glory, Good, Grow (a word in our mission 

statement as a congregation)—next times through. 

What is it about our mission in life to gather things together, and to allow 

ourselves to be gathered together?  “Whoever is not with me is against me, and 

whoever does not gather with me scatters.”  ~ Matthew 12:30 

H is for Heal – November 8th  
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And Heaven, Hell, Holy, Hope—next times through. 

But, Healing.  Anyone who knows injury and disease gets very interested in health 

and healing.  Jesus healed them. 

I is for I Am – November 15th  

And Inheritance and Israel—next times through. 

But, “I am”.  There are some potent verses in both Old and New Testaments where 

God simply says, “I am”.  Maybe even a mature faith doesn’t stray too far from 

God Is. 

J is for Joy – November 22nd  

I know, I know, for Jesus also—next time through. 

But, Joy.  This will be fun. 

K is for King – December 6th  

Knowledge also—next time through. 

But, King, it is one of our worst ideas in “civilization”.  Yet look at God who takes 

our worst idea and elevates it to his best idea—the Son is the King of Kings. 

L is for Lament – December 13th  

Also for Law, Lie, Lord, and Love—next times through. 

But, Lament.  This is what faithful people and faithful faith communities have to 

do sometimes—lament.  Everyone gets to here at one time or another, and usually 

quite often. 

M is for Mercy – December 20th  

And Might—next time through. 

They say that cleanliness is next to godliness.  It may be.  Mercy, we suspect, is 

godliness.  

N is for New – January 10th  

We mustn’t forget: God just may do or say a new thing.  Are we ready?  How will 

we discern those new things? 

O is for Old – January 17th  

O is also for Orphan—next time through.  (Basically, we’ve got nothing more 

important to do than care for orphans.  Really.) 

But, Old.  We mustn’t forget: there are treasures old as well as treasures new.  We 

get time to learn the old things because some old things are still treasures.  Did 

you know that since about 1300 BCE God wants you to take one day off in seven? 

 P is for Peace – January 24th  
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Also Please, Poor, Prayer, Priest—hugely important words in our Vocabulary of 

Faith.  All in good time. 

Hebrews called it Shalom.  It’s a bigger word than we’re accustomed to. 

Q is for Quiet – January 31st  

As in peace and quiet. 

R is for Ready – February 7th  

And Reconciliation, Rest, Remember, Resurrection, Revelation—next times 

through. 

But, Ready.  See, unwelcome things will happen.  Welcome things won’t happen.  

Are we ready?  There are Bible messages about this. 

S is for Sacrifice – February 14th  

And Sabbath, Secret, See, Serve, Sin, Song, Spirit, Suffer.  Maybe we should have 

a couple long months in the S’s! 

But, Sacrifice.  Basically the ancient Middle Eastern religious impulse at the dawn 

of civilization was this: “I have so much.  I should do without some of this.  I will 

give some of this.”  Does it sound as well like an appropriate 21st century 

developed world religious impulse? 

T is for Thank – February 21st  

And, Truth—next time around. 

But, gratitude and Thanking.  You won’t build relationship quicker than with 

sincere thanking—it changes your heart. 

U is for Unanimous – February 28th  

And sometimes we just don’t get it in our groups.  What then? 

V is for Virtue – March 7th  

Can one be on a project to be “too virtuous”?  Well, we teach our kids you can 

never be too virtuous.  But adults come to a more nuanced answer. 

W is for Wisdom – March 14th  

And Witness, and Woman—next times through. 

But, Wisdom.  This is a good word.  One can succeed in many ways with wisdom. 

X is for Artaxerxes – March 21st  

What is a pagan, Persian King doing helping Jews Ezra and Nehemiah rebuild 

Judah?  Well, maybe it isn’t always so clear who is friend and who is foe, who is 

good and who is bad, who is in God’s service and who isn’t. 

Y is for Yoke – March 28th  
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"Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 

give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light."  ~ Matthew 11:28-20 

Remember J is for Joy?  And P is for Peace?  Being a Jesus follower includes 

suffering and deprivation, but not only that.  His yoke is easy. 

Z is for Zeal – April 4th  

Simon, who was called the Zealot.  ~ Luke 6:15 

Look out; Jesus can call zealots to himself.  The question is, do they remain 

zealots? 

 


