301 East Kings Road, Ada, OK 74820
phone: 580-332-3073
fax: 580-332-3076

email: presbyone@cableone.net
web: fpcada.com
office hours: 9am-3pm Monday-Thursday

To Witness for God in the World
October 2017

Season of the Spirit / Season of Pentecost

TO REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS
The family of Rachel Thompson; the family of Jaymeson West; Gayla Cook; Jane
Baltimore; Sunshine Bush; Avery Anderson; the victims of hurricanes, earthquakes,
wars, and poverty; our service men and women in the Armed Forces.
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Thus (as a milestone) began the Protestant
Reformation.
But Martin Luther was only getting started.
Indulgences were only one of many, many
matters that needed to be dealt with in
Catholic theology and practice. At risk of his
life, for decades Luther continued his work.
He didn’t want to divide the One Church in
Europe or start a new church—only to reform
it. But, as you know, that is how things
turned out, perhaps inevitably. Power loves
its power; it does not cede willingly.

Reforming work in Catholicism had pre-dated
Luther by at least 100 years, and continued
through the works of many people. The
Next Courier Deadline .............................. 14
Reformed/Presbyterian tradition owes most to Swiss reformers, notably John Calvin, who
published a seminal work in 1536 (Institutes of the Christian Religion) and developed a new
Christian polity in Geneva.
Volunteers in Christ Always Needed ........ 14

Church History is fascinating, and if there is a saying that relates to general history (“those who
do not learn history are doomed to repeat it”), I would say this applies even more to church
history. After all, what is the difference between a poor, peasant, 15th century European family
giving their last twenty bucks to put some gold leaf on the ceiling of a chapel in Rome, in
exchange for the forgiveness of their sins, and shortening of their time in purgatory…and giving
into Jim and Tammy Faye Baker’s fantasy lifestyle (for much the same reasons)? The only
difference is that Christians could have been more faithful and wise, 500 years after all this
nonsense played out in Europe.
We have to watch out. It isn’t that the Protestant Reformation was completed long ago, or
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recently became completed; no, it is that there still needs to be a Protestant Reformation.
“Reformed and always being reformed, according to the word of God,” is our conviction.
I’ll speak a little about the Protestant Reformation in message this Sunday, and, of course, on
Reformation Sunday, which this year is October 29th.
In the meantime, I am celebrating, and I hope you are, too.
And in the meantime, find a Catholic friend, and if appropriate, give them a hug and speak
kindly to them about their tradition—which, too, has undergone its reformations. The calling on
all of us always has been and always will be to be One Church in Christ Jesus.
Grace to you, and peace. And Happy Five Hundredth Anniversary!
Scott

Events
Recurring Events - Sundays
Church School for All Ages
Worship Service
Children’s Church

9:30am
10:45am
after children’s message

Recurring Events - Mondays
Yoga Fellowship

6:00-6:45pm

Recurring Events - Wednesdays
Adult Bible Study, upper parlor
Choir Rehearsal

6:00pm
7:00pm

Coming up in October & November
Breakfast at JD’s

Saturday, October 14, 8am

PW Ada High School Potato Bar

Sunday, October 15, following service

Ada High School Choir Concert

Sunday, October 15, 2pm, FPC Sanctuary

Committee Meetings

Sunday, October 22, following service

Session Meeting

Sunday, October 29, noon, office

Classic Arts Academy Recital

Monday, October 30, 5-8pm

FPC Serves at Abba’s Tables

Thursday, November 2

Dinner with Friends

Saturday, November 4

FPC Alternative Gift Market

Saturday, November 11
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Committee Meetings

Sunday, November 12, following service

PW Bible Study

Tuesday, November 14, noon, WFC parlor

FPC Serves at Compassion Outreach

Tuesday, November 14

Session Meeting

Sunday, November 19, noon, office

Christian Education
The Kick-Off Sunday for Church School Year 2017-2018 was September 10th. We met for a
beautiful breakfast at 9:00am then went on to the classrooms at 9:30am.
The Church School Lineup is:
Nursery
rotational teaching
Preschool
Melissa Shaw and Bette Brown
nd
K-2
Mary Hampton and Kay Shaw
rd th
3 -5
Brooke Holman
Adult 1: Catalyst
rotational leadership
Adult 2: Coffee and Conversation rotational leadership
The Catalyst adult study is meeting in the church parlor. Please come
join either class at 9:30 on Sunday mornings. Catalyst will continue to
work with The Present Word, a quarterly publication. Through the
exploration of biblical text, adult study groups are invited into a
deepened relationship with God. The Present Word engages
participants in an experiential style of learning—connecting faith and
life. This quarterly resource features an Adult Leader’s Guide and an
Adult Student’s Book. The Present Word nurtures individual growth of
the participants as children of God rooted in the Christian community,
life in the Spirit, and Christian hope. Discussion and activities
encourage participants to live out their faith in their individual and
congregational activities.
The Coffee and Conversation adult study is meeting in the new church
school classroom midway down the church school hallway (follow the
signage). This fall the group is reading through, and discussing, Tish
Harrison Warren’s book, Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in
Everyday Life. From the back cover: God is near. In overlooked
moments and routines, we can become aware of God’s presence in
surprising ways. How do we embrace the sacred in the ordinary and the
ordinary in the sacred? Each chapter in this book looks at something
that the author does during the day—making the bed, brushing her teeth,
losing her keys. Life is viewed through the lens of liturgy—small
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practices and habits that can form us. Tish Harrison Warren opens up a practical theology of
the everyday. Copies are available!
Volunteers are needed for children’s church and nursery. Please check with Teresa Mayhue if
you can help in one of those areas.
Thank You to everyone who volunteers in any capacity!
~ Teresa Mayhue

Congregational Life and Membership
Dinner With Friends
We would like to invite everyone to an evening Dinner With Friends. It will be Saturday,
November 4, 2017. We will do small groups for dinner at
volunteer host homes then gather as a large group for dessert and
coffee in the upstairs parlor. A nursery will be provided at the
church from 5:30pm until 8:30pm. Dinner at the host’s home is
from 6:00pm until 7:30pm, then dessert at the church. The host is
asked to provide the main dish, bread, and drinks. When the host
is notified who their guests will be, they will call each guest and
ask them to bring a vegetable or salad to share with their group.
Desserts at the church will be provided by the committee.

!

When the reservations are in, if you have signed up to be a host, you will be given your guest
list. The host will call each guest and let them know where they will be dining, and what side
dish to bring. Everyone who signed up to be a guest will have their name placed in a hat and
drawn to complete each hosts guest list. Hosts are asked to indicate how many guests they can
comfortably accommodate.
Please complete the information form on the last page of this newsletter by Sunday, October 29
at the latest and place it in the offering plate or give it to Mary Hampton or Kay Shaw. You may
call Mary with your reservation at 332-5465 by the due date if that is easier for you. Then on
Sunday afternoon we will notify each host who their guests will be. And the host will then call
each guest.
It really helps with planning if you can get your reservation in as early as possible. Thanks!

New Congregational Directory
Friends, look for an email from the church office asking you to review your
household contact information, for the purpose of distributing a new
congregational directory. This is important for many reasons, especially that
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we know how to contact each other for the purpose of being strong in mission and ministry
together. Your support is appreciated!
Fall Fest 2017
What a great evening was Saturday, October 7th! FPC Fall Fest in Wintersmith Park was such a
hit, and great fun for kids and adults.

Deacons Corner
We met September 5 and 12 to discuss and plan for several projects. Attending were Bill
Brooks, Miriam and Scott White, Jeremy Pippenger, Tim Elliott, Linda Wells, and Betty
Childers. Emily Clifton was unable to attend. Bill opened our meeting with a devotional and
prayer.
Scott reported on the need of serving those in poverty in Ada and Pontotoc County. Each week
someone comes to our church needing assistance for various commodities required in just daily
surviving. We were challenged to serve those in need in ways other than just monetary
handouts. Bill has had experience and success in this area, and has agreed to be the Deacon to
serve in this capacity. Betty will also be involved to observe, learn and assist. Consultation,
prayer, and personal contact in addition to monetary help will be utilized in this service to the
people.
Scott also discussed with us the Leadership class he has been meeting with at the Ada High
School. Ronnie Anderson desires to establish a ‘faith-based’ setting of leadership for those in his
classes. This is in the exploration stage at this time. Scott and Betty will meet with Mr.
Anderson and the Administration to further explore this possibility with our adopted school.
A deacon and a church member have been serving snacks to the AHS students each Monday
during their morning break time. If you haven’t been involved in this activity with our Adopted
School, you are missing a real blessing! Contact one of the deacons if you are interested in
getting a Monday morning blessing.
We will be serving lunch to the Ada High students involved in the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes on Oct. 2, Dec. 4, Feb. 2, and Apr. 9 this school year. There are between 75-100
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students attending these meetings. We also will provide a short devotional. Again, contact one
of the deacons if you are interested in helping.
We will have a potato bar lunch with desert fund raiser on Sunday, October 15 following our
worship service. All funds raised will be used in projects which involve our Adopted School.
We are working on ways to increase our service to our own members, active members as well as
those that are considered inactive. We feel the need to visit or contact members with special
concerns, having a special event in their family, visitors, new members, etc. Please help us be
aware of these needs!
Sincerely and prayerfully submitted,
Betty Childers

ECU Wesley
(left) ECU Wesley traveled to share our ministry story with
First Presbyterian Church, Ada on Sunday, September 24.
Front: SE Wesley Associate Campus Minister-Devon
Taylor, 2nd row: Janey Wilson & Rebecca Stevens, back
row: Trooper Elwonger & James Houchin.
(right) No
matter the
outcome of the
final score, we
will always
love our ECU
Tigers! This
group cheered
on the beloved
ECU Football
team on Saturday, September 23, 2017.
- Mondays during the fall & spring semester (unless there are no
classes): FUSION Worship @ 8 pm @ the ECU Wesley
- Tuesdays during the fall semester: #Freshmen17 small group @
8 pm-9 pm @ ECU Wesley
- Thursdays during the fall semester: Upperclassmen Group @ 8
pm-9 pm @ ECU Wesley
- ECU Homecoming: Saturday, October 28th, 2017
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Indian Nations Presbytery
Report of the Presbytery Commissioner - Stated Meeting of Indian Nations Presbytery - October
6, 2017, Duncan First Presbyterian Church
The meeting was attended by Scott White and David Butler. We heard recommendations of the
Rev. David Sawyer, the presbytery’s transition consultant. We had small group discussions led
by members of the transition task force covering the findings of the task force on the listening
sessions which were being held presbytery wide. The data presented revealed a widespread lack
of awareness of the presbytery in general. There was anger, suspicion and a sense of isolation
and alienation among the respondents. There appears to be a rift between the larger and smaller,
urban and rural congregations. Several churches have felt injured or ignored by the presbytery.
It came to light that many committees of the presbytery have not been effective and some are not
even meeting. The general perception is that the presbytery had operated as authoritarian,
bureaucratic, contentious, with many power struggles.
Interpretation of the data showed that the presbytery has had a long standing corporate ministry
model in which leaders have over functioned, alternatively ridged and randomly have kept the
presbytery operating with low expectations with a goal of surviving not thriving. This has also
led to an extensive loss of trust and isolation.
Taking its cue from the evidence of broken relationships, the task force has chosen to address the
overall spirit and culture of the presbytery rather than moving immediately to structural changes.
The focus will be first on rebuilding trust through healthier relationships with congregations.
Through a new model of open conversation, respect and genuine communications, hopefully a
restructuring can begin that is agreeable to all parties involved. The task force will begin
meeting once again by Skype and will continue to work on these goals in the months ahead. The
presbytery in discussion groups agreed to accept the findings of the task force, inform their
congregations and commit to solutions that were agreed upon. The process seems to be on track
and sincerely moving towards solutions generated from local levels. I will keep you informed of
the process.
After a brief break for a wonderful lunch provided by the Duncan hosts we reconvened in the
sanctuary for general business and numerous committee reports. Points of interest for our
congregation were the receiving of Bill Galbraith from Arkansas Presbytery as interim pastor,
Rick Baggett from Ardmore being moved to the Honorably Retired Roll and the completion of
Elder of Julie Strong’s term as moderator and installation of the Rev. Ron Fike as the same. All
in all our time in Duncan was very productive and filled with love and fellowship of Christian
leaders representing their congregations and communities.
It is an honor and a pleasure serving as your commissioner.
If you would like more information on the presbytery meeting feel free to contact me or any
session member of your choice who will have access to my full report after the next scheduled
session meeting.
Respectfully submitted, David Butler
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Mission and Evangelism
Cheryl Weems is the new Abba’s Tables FPC Service Team Organizer
Thank you Cheryl for leading us in this wonderful ministry! We love that you named the service
team the JoAnn Carpenter Team.
FPC Mission Emergency Fund
Recent disbursements have totaled about $800. Because of your generosity, water and electric
have been turned back on in homes in the community where there are children. If you would
like to support the mission emergency fund, simply make a note on your check or cash envelope.
Alternative Gift Market – Saturday, November 11th – Westminster Fellowship Center
Bless you all! FPC is celebrating its 22nd year of Alternative Gift Market, which helps local and
global organizations to provide goods and services to people who are in need. Over the years
we’ve been able to donate tens of thousands of
dollars…especially to Alternative Gifts International,
and Ten Thousand Villages.
Every dollar the community gives to these
organizations gives a boost to someone’s ability to
earn a living. Plus, we get to buy beautiful gifts for the
folks that we love!
We hope to see you November 11th. Food will be provided by the Congregational Life and
Membership Committee. It is a really fun time for families and kids, and helps to get everyone
in the Christmas spirit.
~ Brooke Holman

Nominating Committee
Dear Members and Friends, as the Nominating Committee begins its journey seeking God’s
people to serve within the church, we ask you for your prayerful thought for the committee and
individual congregational members to think about their service to God and God’s people and the
whole community that we serve through First Presbyterian Church. Are you called to apply your
faith and leadership skills by saying yes to God?
As you know, FPC has been blessed by faithful, willing, and capable leaders through the
generations. So let’s keep that going! Please give your prayerful thought to the congregational
mission and your place in it.
We will be seeking God’s will for 6 session members.
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Thank you!
~ Kay Shaw, chairperson

Presbyterian Women Organization
PW Ada High School Potato Bar Fundraiser
You won’t want to miss Presbyterian Women’s fundraiser
“Huge Potato Bar”! We are raising funds
to support FPC’s ministry with Ada High
School, especially the “Room for
Students”.
We’re making calls to gather all the ingredients and then we’re going to bake
potatoes Sunday morning October 15th!
See you at the table in the Westminster Fellowship Center hall following the
worship service! Kids and everyone are invited. Bring a neighbor or friend
to church and then to this wonderful event.
A donation is requested in the amount of your choosing.
Thanks for your support. We will all have a great time!

Session News
Notes on the September 24th meeting
- The Nominating Committee will be working to find six new elders to serve on session. Call
Kay Shaw if you feel this is something you are interested in doing.
- World Communion Sunday is October 1. There will be a reception following the worship
service to share in the variety of breads baked by church members.
- The Session Standing Rules were updated.
- Our church received a request from Indian Nations Presbytery to host the October 5, 2018,
stated meeting of Indian Nations Presbytery, and we accepted. You will be hearing more about
this closer to October of next year.
- Scott will be on vacation October 16-22. Scott will be on study leave at the Indian Nations
Presbytery pastor retreat on October 23-24.
- Committee meetings are October 22.
- The next Session meeting will be October 29 at 12:00 noon in the conference room in
Westminster Center.
page 10

October 2017

The Presbyterian Courier

~ Teresa Mayhue, Clerk of Session
Elders Installed on Session
Class of 2018
Class of 2019
Linda Wells, Worship
David Butler, Worship
Vacant
Vacant
Kay Shaw, Congregational Life and Membership Teresa Mayhue, Christian Education
Amy Elliott, Personnel
Carolyn Rauch, Stewardship
BJ Thompson, Worship
Terry Holman, Mission and Evangelism
Clerk of Session: Teresa Mayhue
Elder of the Month for October: Amy Elliott
Elder of the Month for November: David Butler

Treasurer’s Report
August 2017

YTD

Year Budget

% of Year Budget

Income

$16.270.67

$124,057.12

$160,074.64

77.5%

Expenses

$19,044.07

$153,212.54

$283,456.16

54.1%

Net

$(2,773.40)

$(29,155.42)

$(123,381.52)

23.6%

Assets

August 2017

July 2017

Change

$123,232.44

$106,324.84

$16,907.60

Worship
Flowers for the Worship Service
October
All remaining Sundays available
November
Nov 5 and 12 available
December
All Sundays available

Worship attendance, August-to-date
August 6th
August 13th

August 20th
August 27th

50
71
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September 3rd
September 10th
September 17th

October 2017
September 24th
October 1st
October 8th

66
64
50

83
72
75

Birthdays
Happy Birthdays! To:
Sarah Thompson – October 12
Teresa White – October 12
Bette Cole – October 15
Joan Butler – October 22
Kay Shaw – October 22
Elizabeth Wainscott – October 22
Cathy Blackburn – October 25
Greydon Cantrell – October 25
JoAnna Chrissinger – October 27
Ellen Sweatt – November 2

Mel Robertson – November 5
Amy Elliott – November 6
Robbie Bottoms – November 13
Connor Mayhue – November 16
Amelia Choate – November 21
Joanna Gray – November 21
Roy Lillard – November 24
Sullivan Taylor – November 24
Carol Peshehonoff – November 27
Todd Robson – November 30

Wedding Anniversaries
Happy Anniversaries! To:
Arthur and JoAnna Chrissinger – October 24
Timothy and Amy Elliott – November 6
Mark and Debbie Thompson – November 12
Charles and Tami Thompson – November 25

Congratulations
Heartiest congratulations are in order to Rick
Shaw, who recently entered “semi-retirement”
status at Shaw Machine Company LLC.
Founded 1959 by his Dad and Mom Harold and
Carmon Shaw, Rick and Kay took over the
business in 1978. Shaw Machine Company
LLC makes and repairs parts primarily out of
metal for various regional industries, including
oil, ranching, and farming. They have seen
page 12

October 2017

The Presbyterian Courier

good times and hard times, held together through it all, and have run a premier local business
that does things right. Above, here are Rick and Kay with their family. As a family-owned
business, Shaw Machine Company LLC will be in great hands with son Ryan and daughter-inlaw Melissa Shaw at the helm, who joined the firm in 2007.
Congratulations, Rick!

Thank Yous!
Thank you Ashley Hampton for four wonderful years as Director of Youth and Family
Ministries. You served with great commitment, faithfulness, and special Christian love. Your
service as staff member will be greatly missed. All blessings to you and yours!
The Stewardship Committee has been very active in
recent months on the church buildings and grounds.
It is again one of these situations where there are so
many people to recognize and thank. But special
recognition and thanks go to Carolyn Rauch for
extraordinary hours and labor on the flower garden
and grounds (as always), to Margaret Barton who
logged major hours landscaping and clearing the
concrete of weeds, and truly, truly huge pats-on-theback and thank yous go to Don Clark and Vestel
Cole, who have spent entire days mowing the lawns
and wrestling with old and difficult riding lawn
mowers.
Thank you to Mary Hampton for cleaning in the Church School wing and installing curtains.
Thank you Missy Shaw for your work with the children teaching them new worship songs.
Thank you Karah Thompson who always seems to bring a specially-baked cake or other dessert
to each special congregational event.
Thank you David Butler who already, as a new presbytery commissioner, is doing a great job
keeping FPC/Ada and Indian Nations Presbytery connected, and bringing back a lot of food for
session thought. This has been a major investment of time and energy.
Thank you to Kurt and Bob and Cheryl and Bruce and Robbie and Terry and all the folks who
are caring so specially for this community through important ministries such as Compassion
Outreach, Abba’s Tables, Meals on Wheels, and Ada Homeless Services.
Thank you Teresa Mayhue, who steps forward doing some of the hardest jobs—among them,
running the Christian Education Committee and serving as Clerk of Session.
Thank you Miriam White for starting and growing a wonderful Yoga Fellowship.
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Thank you Kay Shaw and Family who generously serve at most every fellowship event.
All we can say to all is, “Thank You!”

Volunteers in Christ Always Needed
Here are some opportunities to serve:
on a committee (Christian Education, Congregational Life and Membership, Mission and
Evangelism, Worship, Stewardship, and Personnel);
teach a church school class: nursery through adult.
in the Sunday morning worship service (acolyte, greeter, usher, liturgist, choir member,
children’s message).
Just let the church office know and we will connect you with the right team.

Next Courier Deadline
Friday, November 17th. News and photos are always welcome.
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Dinner With Friends Sign Up
I, or we,________________________________________________would like to be guests for
dinner with friends. Phone#________________________________________________
I, or we,_____________________________________________________would like to host
dinner with friends. The Number of guests I can have is_________________________.
Phone #_______________________________________________.
I will have children in the nursery. Please note that the nursery workers will only have light
snacks available for the children.
Reservations must be in by October 29.
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First Presbyterian Church Staff
Vacant, Administrative Assistant

Tom Hampton, Interim Treasurer

Bonita Blackburn, Organist/Pianist

Lele LaFleur, Nursery Caregiver

Johnna Compton, Music Director

Karah Thompson, Custodian

Vacant, Director of Youth and Family
Ministries

The Rev. Scott M. White, Pastor

