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To Witness for God in the World 

Mid-Summer 2017 

 

Season of Pentecost 

 

 

 

TO REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS 

Jane Baltimore; Bette Cole, upcoming surgery; Patricia Elliott; Judy Smith; Sunshine 

Bush, serious health concern; Avery Anderson; Darlene and Robert Cheadle; our service 

men and women in the Armed Forces. 
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From the Pastor 

People of the Way 

Friends, as you know this summer I’ve been 

fascinated by the scriptures that are about our 

journeys as children of God.  The Bible 

people—Israel and early Church—were 

people of journey.  Some of these journeys 

were of place.  Some of them were interior 

journeys of spiritual development.  Truthfully, 

most everyone does both kinds, repeatedly. 

Can you imagine how long Abraham and 

Sarah’s travels took?  Jonah’s?  Paul’s?  The 

people of Israel’s travel to the Promised 

Land?  (Well, 40 years.)   Christ’s journey to 

his baptism was about 30 years, and after that 

his journey to the cross and empty tomb was 

between one and three years (depending on 

the gospel account). 

Point?  Getting called into something by 

God—say, a career or a ministry or a 

marriage—continues today.  Challenges will 

abound for us in our journeys as they did for 

the Bible people.  And yet we do not make 

our journeys alone—as David in Psalm 23 

proclaims.  The Lord is our shepherd and 

even while we walk along laboriously, it does 

happen along the way that we are led to green pastures, still waters, and the restoration of our 

souls.   

I’ve been studying the thought of 20th century American religion and literature scholar Joseph 

Campbell, and contemporary psychologist and Bible scholar Alexander Shaia.  They have been 

keen students of the human journey.  They conclude that when we have breakthroughs in our 

journeys and mature through them that the best thing to do with the blessings and gifts that we 

have received is to find ways to give them to others.  Who would disagree?  Have you learned 

something about having a career?  Share that with others, as the Spirit moves.  Have you learned 

something about marriage?  Share that with others, to the extent that those around you would like 

to listen.  Have you learned something about being a faithful member of the Church?  Look for 

an opening to share that with someone whom you know would be blessed by connecting with a 

faith community. 

We’re having a journey together, aren’t we?  I have been finding it very Spirited and blessed.   
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God bless you on your journeys, and may you find meaning, joy and opportunities for service in 

them.  Yours, 

Scott 

 

Events 

Recurring Events - Sundays 

9:30am Church School for All Ages 

10:45am Worship Service 

after children’s message Children’s Church 

4:00-5:30pm Youth Group 

Recurring Events - Mondays 

6:00-6:45pm Yoga Fellowship 

Recurring Events - Wednesdays 

6:00pm Adult Bible Study, upper parlor (resuming August 23rd) 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (resuming August 16th) 

Coming up in August 

Wednesday, 2nd  Ada High School Beautification Event, 6pm-“until” 

Thursday, 3rd  FPC Volunteer Day at Abba’s Tables 

Saturday, 5th  Ada High School Beautification Event, 8am-12noon 

Tuesday, 8th  PW Bible Study, 12noon 

Saturday, 12th  Breakfast at JD’s, 8am 

Sunday, 13th  Youth Day Trip  

Wednesday, 16th Choir Rehearsals Resume, 7pm 

Sunday, 20th  Committee Meetings, Noon 

Wednesday, 23rd  Wednesday Bible Study Resumes, 6pm 

Sunday, 27th  Session Meeting, Noon, Office Conference Room 

Tuesday, 29th  Courier deadline, September Edition 

Week of August 28th:  FPC serving Meals on Wheels 

 



The Presbyterian Courier  Mid-Summer 2017 

 page 4 

Christian Education 

Vacation Bible School was a great success!  26 children attended, and there was quite a crowd 

for the Friday Family Night.  It was held outside with hot dogs, chips, cookies, drinks, snow 

cones, and a slip n slide.  A HUGE THANK YOU to VBS volunteers: Pamela Jackson, Matt 

Sweatt, Ellen Sweatt, Nancy Thompson, Greta Thompson, Karah Thompson, Cheryl Weems, 

Carolyn Rauch, Joan Butler, Miriam White, Teresa White, Anthony White, Terry Holman, Carol 

Peshehonoff, Linda Cantrell, Emily Clifton, Scott White, Brenda Hall, Mary Hampton, Ashley 

Hampton, Adam Hampton, Missy Shaw, Brooke Holman, Kay Shaw, Bettye Brown, and Teresa 

Mayhue.  We also wish to note that members of the congregation made monetary contributions 

to this VBS in the amount of $110.  Thank you! 

       

   

Clockwise from top left: making “slime” and tie-dye t-shirts; learning through moving; King David 

makes and appearance; volunteers; song dance began and closed the sessions! 

In other Christian Education news, CATALYST and COFFEE AND CONVERSATION have 

been meeting together for the summer.  It seems to be going very well with lots of interesting 

and thought-provoking discussion.  Please come join us at 9:30 on Sunday mornings.   

SUMMER CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL could still use volunteers.  Please contact 

Brooke Holman or Teresa Mayhue. 

KICK-OFF SUNDAY - Fall Sunday School will begin again September 10.  Please join us for  
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breakfast at 9:00am in Westminster Center first and then we'll go to our Sunday School rooms.   

~Teresa Mayhue, CE Chairman 

 

Congregational Life and Membership 

Does the church office have your current contact information?  Do we have 

your birthday (at least month and day, we don’t need the year 😊), 

wedding anniversary, baptism dates of you and/or your children?  Do you 

wish to receive church communications by email or mail?  These are the 

kinds of things that really help us to be in contact with each other as a 

congregation so that we can more efficiently and ably do the work of Christ 

together.  Please give the church office a call to help us have your best 

information! 

 

Deacons Corner 

Friends, you are receiving this newsletter when we have two “beautification event” options 

scheduled at Ada High School (as listed above under “Events”).  We hope you will take 

advantage of one or the other of these to join us in support of our adoptive school. 

Now, please join us in a moment of celebration.  For a recent summer high school women’s 

basketball camp, the “Ada-Byng Shootout Summer Basketball Camp,” June 26-28, we hosted 

the “Broken Bow Lady Savages” in our Westminster Fellowship Center Hall.  They were superb 

guests, being very responsible and leaving the Center completely spotless and tidy.  Well done, 

congregation, for opening your doors!  They send us their thanks! 
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Mission and Evangelism 

Compassion Outreach – Did You Know?!? 

The First Presbyterian Church has provided food quarterly for the Compassion Outreach Center 

since January 2013. The number of church members participating each time varies from 10 to 18 

with an average of 15 members either providing food or helping serve the food. The food 

provided included main dishes, such as Shepherd’s Pie, Lasagna, Mac and Cheese, Mexican 

Casserole, ham and fried chicken. An average of four main dishes has been provided for each 

meal. Vegetable dishes provided included green-bean casseroles and various salads. Deserts 

included chocolate chip cookies, cakes, and pies. The number of people served has been as high 

as 60 until the Ada Fire Marshall reduced the maximum number to only those with medical 

appointments and their families. Currently, the average number served is around 30 plus the 

health care providers and the staff of the Center. The next opportunity to participate in this 

important ministry will be on September 12, 2017. 

Meals on Wheels – Did You Know?!? 

Pastor Ray Gearing, Jo Neman, Nancy Thompson, Zenobia Pettett and other members of the 

church participated in establishing Meals on Wheels for Ada in the earlier 1980’s. FPC has 

participated in this ministry at least quarterly each year since then. The number of routes and 

meals served has varied over the years. Currently, there are eight routes requiring drivers. The 

average number of people served on each route is about eight. The next opportunity to 

participate in this important ministry will be the week of August 28, 2017. 

~ Kurt Jackson 

 

Music Department 

Dear Congregation and Friends, 

As this summer comes to a close, I'd like to thank all of our 

musicians for providing worship with music for us this 

summer during our choir break.  We had the pleasure of 

working with members of St. Luke's Episcopal Church last 

week to rehearse special bell music for each of our 

congregations, and we look forward to collaborating with 

them again in the future.  As of right now, we have discussed 

possibilities of combining our talented choirs for some 

services during the advent season.  It is always a joy to come together with other congregations 

to worship God with song.   

Beginning August 16th at 7:00pm, our choir practices will resume for the year.  I invite all 

current choir members, former choir members, and curious members and friends of our 

congregation to join us - no previous experience required!  Our rehearsals are full of laughter, 
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love, and worship, and we all seem to leave the choir room blessed from the time spent together.  

Please send me an email or call me if you have any questions about joining the choir.  Our door 

is always open! 

Johnna Compton 

 

Presbyterian Women Organization 

The Presbyterian Women of FPC/Ada completed last year’s 

Horizon's Bible study called “Who Is Jesus?” 

On order: this year’s Horizon Bible study, called “Cloud of 

Witnesses: The Community of Christ in Hebrews”.  Our 

sessions begin the second Tuesday of September at 12 noon 

in the WFC parlor.  Hope to see you there! 

Forum on Trafficking 

Janet Theus, 2018 Presbyterian Women moderator-elect, and Captain Jason Potter of the Ada 

Police Department, were guests of Ada Presbyterian Women for the community forum 

concerning human trafficking on July 16, 2017. 

Media has published daily the many facets of human trafficking.  Our guests emphasized 

trafficking of youth as requested.  Ms. Theus quoted Mr. Miller of Homeland Security as saying. 

“All 77 Oklahoma counties have experienced youth trafficking.  Suspects target children ages 3 

to 16.” 

Four ways to protect our children were strongly emphasized: 

• Always have adult supervision for children going to and from and while at any 

destination.  Never let them travel alone. 

• Always be alert to your surroundings and watch in places youth congregate: libraries, 

schools, swimming pools, athletic events, etc.  Be on guard; suspects are watching.   

• Accept youth’s interest in new technology.  It is “our new way of life.”  Accept they will 

have “friends”.  Do not make them feel guilty.  Tell them often, “I love you and want to 

keep you safe so if someone wants to meet you, let me know.” 

• Call the police department if you suspect foul play in your youth’s communications. 

Captain Potter recommended these sites for further information: 

www.humsntrafficking/homeland security.com and www.bluecampaign/homelandsecurity.com .  

Ms. Theus recommended ordering the free materials provided by homeland security, especially 

the tear-apart cards which are available in many languages.  You may save a life. 

Presbyterian Women of Ada want to thank all the people who made this forum so successful.  A 

CD of the event is available for loan at the church office. 

~ Joan Butler 

http://www.humsntrafficking/homeland%20security.com
http://www.bluecampaign/homelandsecurity.com
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Session News 

Notes from the July 30 Meeting 

• Thank you note written to Presbyterian Women for sponsoring and hosting the Human 

Trafficking Forum in our Westminster Center on July 16.  Janet Theus from the 

Presbytery and Jason Potter from the Ada Police Department spoke.  There were about 25 

people from the congregation and about 25 people from the community in attendance.   

Thank you to everyone who prepared food, set up, and cleaned up afterwards.   

• Thank you note written to Jerry and Dian Malloy for new Christian artwork currently 

hanging in the foyer.  This will be moved to the church school hallway shortly. 

• Elder of the Month for August is B. J. Thompson. 

• Committee meetings are August 20. 

• Scott is on vacation August 14-20. 

• The next Session meeting will be August 27 at 12:00 noon in the conference room in 

Westminster Fellowship Center. 

~ Teresa Mayhue, Clerk of Session 

 

Elders Installed on Session 

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Linda Wells, Worship David Butler, Worship 

Vacant Broc Hays, Mission and Evangelism  

Kay Shaw, Congregational Life and Membership  Teresa Mayhue, Christian Education 

Amy Elliott, Personnel  Carolyn Rauch, Stewardship 

BJ Thompson, Worship  Terry Holman, Mission and Evangelism  

Clerk of Session: Teresa Mayhue 

Elder of the Month for August: BJ Thompson 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 June 2017 YTD Year Budget % of Year Budget 

Income $10,079.42 $91,540.02 $160,074.64 57.2% 

Expenses $19,563.01 $117,943.58 $283,456.16 41.6% 

Net $(9,483.59) $(26,403.56) $(123,381.52) 21.4% 
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Assets June 2017 May 2017 Change 

 $110,143.90 $121,510.06 $(11,366.16) 

 

Worship 

Flowers for the Worship Service 

August 

All Sundays available 

September 

All Sundays available 

October 

1st available 

8th In honor of Sarah Janelle Thompson’s 16th Birthday (October 12th). 

15th, 22nd, 29th available 

Worship attendance for June and July 

June 4th: 64 

June 11th: 47 

June 18th: 66 

June 25th: 73 

July 2nd: 51 

July 9th:  61 

July 16th 53 

July 23rd 46 

July 30th 70 

 

Young Adult News 

Although busy, the young 

adult group still finds ways to 

get together and have fun! 

Music in the park, 4th of July 

BBQ, and family day at the 

Pauls Valley Water Park!  

If you haven't had a chance to 

join coffee and 

conversation/Catalyst Sunday 

School class this summer, you 

are missing out. Join us for a 

thought provoking, engaging 

conversation on how God might be calling you! 

~ Ashley Hampton 
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Youth Group 

Mission Ada 2017 

Matthew 25:37-40 reads: Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you 

hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  And when did we see you a stranger and welcome 

you, or naked and clothe you?  And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’  And the King 

will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 

me.’ 

Mission Ada 2017. Abba's Tables. Sleeping in Cardboard Boxes. Ada High School's Room for 

Students. Documentary on Homelessness. 

With open eyes and open hearts, the youth took to the streets of Ada to seek to be a part of Jesus' 

words to care for the least of these. Although they were somewhat shocked at the need all around 

us, they jumped in to contribute their energy and care. We pray that our efforts are a blessing to 

our community.  

       

    

 

Remaining on the Youth Group schedule for this summer are these events: 

• Aug 6: Water Balloon Wars 

• Aug 13: Day Trip for those who completed “Summer Spiritual Workout” 

~ Ashley Hampton 
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Birthdays 

Happy Birthdays!  To: 

Lyon, Jean    04-Aug 

Holman, Johnathan    05-Aug 

Choate, Yasminda    07-Aug 

Richmond, Robert    09-Aug 

Neman, Jo    10-Aug 

Thomas, Parker    13-Aug 

Smith, Ruth    14-Aug 

Cook, Gayla    15-Aug 

Holman, Elizabeth    16-Aug 

Trail, Joe    16-Aug 

Pippenger, Jeremy    18-Aug 

Hays, Broc    19-Aug 

Rauch, Carolyn    21-Aug 

Hampton, Adam    23-Aug 

Gray, Dagan    24-Aug 

Paddack, Susan    25-Aug 

Acree, Elizabeth    26-Aug 

Piercy, Deanna    27-Aug 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Happy Anniversaries!  To: 

Adam and Ashley Hampton    01-Aug 

Bob and Jo Neman    01-Aug 

Steve and Jill Acree    08-Aug 

Rick and Kay Shaw    08-Aug 

Gary and Susan Paddack    09-Aug 

Larry and Becky Compton    12-Aug 

Roger and Leigh Gaddis    13-Aug 

Doug and Susan Haney    14-Aug 

 

Thank Yous! 

Thank you to Jerry and Dian Maloy, who 

purchased new Christian artwork for the 

church.  This is a wonderful, framed, high-

quality print of James Tissot’s He Went 

Through the Villages on the Way to 

Jerusalem.  It is currently gracing the church 

office, but soon will be relocated to the 

church school area where teachers can teach 

from it and kids can inquire about it.  Thank 

you Jerry and Dian! 
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Volunteers in Christ Always Needed 

Here are some opportunities to serve: on a committee (Christian Education, Congregational Life 

and Membership, Mission and Evangelism, Worship, Stewardship, and Personnel); 

teach a church school class: nursery through adult. 

in the Sunday morning worship service (acolyte, greeter, usher, liturgist, choir member, 

children’s message). 

Just let the church office know and we will connect you with the right team. 

 

Next Courier Deadline 

Tuesday August 29th.  News and photos are always welcome. 

 



 

First Presbyterian Church 

301 East Kings Road 

Ada, Oklahoma  74820 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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First Presbyterian Church Staff 

Vacant, Administrative Assistant 

Bonita Blackburn, Organist/Pianist 

Johnna Compton, Music Director 

Ashley Hampton, Director of Youth and 

Family Ministries 

Tom Hampton, Interim Treasurer 

Linda Priest, Lele LaFleur, Nursery 

Caregivers 

Karah Thompson, Custodian 

The Rev. Scott M. White, Pastor 

 


